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Nebraskans are known for 
conversations and jokes about our 
weather. So of course, I was 
intrigued to find a session precisely 
on that topic at the Oklahoma 
Library Association and Mountain 
Plains Library Association joint 
conference last April.  And Iôm 
guessing, Oklahoma may have 
about as many reasons as Nebraska 
to focus their attention on the 
weather.   

I had the opportunity to attend a 
presentation by Virginia Dietrich, 
the librarian at the National 
Weather Center Library in Norman, 
Oklahoma.  The library serves the 
University of Oklahomaôs College 
of Atmospheric and Geographic 
S c i e n c e s ,  t h e  O k l a h o m a 
Climatological Survey and various 
National Weather Services offices, 
including the Storm Prediction 
Center and the National Severe 
Storms Laboratory.  Dietrich was 
recently awarded an ALA Carnegie 
Whitney Award to develop a 
resource for weather and climate 
information. 

All Weather is Good at:  http://
awig.nwc.ou.edu/index.php, is the 
website Dietrich developed as a 
resource for high school age and 
the general publ ic.  The 

information on the website is not 
intended to be an all-inclusive 
bibliography of weather resources, 
but rather a wide variety ñto create 
a balanced list that are scientifically 
accurate, interesting to read, 
understandable to the general 
public, representative of all aspects 
of weather and climate, and easy to 
obtain through school and public 
libraries.ò  The website contains an 
annotated list of books and 
websites, both of which will be 
updated to make certain the website 
remains current and relevant as a 
source of information. 

The book list is divided into 5 
categories:  Living with the 
Weather; Stormy Weather; 
Weather and the World; Weather 
Basics; and Weather Stories and 
History.  Each of those broad 
categories is then divided into 
several segments with a list of 
suggested titles for that particular 
topic.  In the list of websites there 
are 18 different subject headings:  
Atmosphere/Air; Aviation Weather 
for Pilots; Climate Change/Global 
Warming; Climates of the World; 
Clouds; Drought;  Extreme 
Weather; Forecasting the Weather; 
Government Agencies; History of 
Weather; Hurricanes/Cyclones/
Typhoons; Oceans, Seas & Sailing; 
Organizations & Agencies; Snow 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Aug. 3rd -  NLC Roadshow at Nebraska Library Commission (1200 N Street, Lincoln) from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 

p.m.  NLC staff will provide you with an overview of the NebraskAccess website, with time for 
hands-on training and a tour of the Librarianôs Toolbox, which contains promotional and training 
material. Register online at: www.nlc.state.ne.us/training/train.asp.  (click here for map). 

 
Aug. 19th  -  CASTL Meeting in Deshler, 10:00 a.m. Before this meeting, take some time to read a book 

from the RUSA Reading List in the Historical Fiction Category. You can choose the winner, 
Agincourt, by Bernard Cornwell, or one of the Read-Alikes: The Templar Trilogy, by Jack 
Whyte; The Religion, by Tim Willocks, or Gates of Fire, by Stephen Pressfield. Or if youôd like 
more choices, choose a title from the Short List: Cleopatraôs Daughter, by Michelle Moran; 
Etta, by Gerald Kolpan; Grace Hammer, by Sara Stockbridge; or The Owl Killers, by Karen 
Maitland. You can find the entire RUSA Reading List and additional information at:  
www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/rusa/awards/readinglist/index.cfm.  

  
Aug. 28th  -  SELS Friends Iron Librarian Event. 
 
Aug. 26th  -  SELS Board Meeting & Annual Planning at Clark Enersen ï 1010 Lincoln Mall, Suite 200, 

Lincoln; 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (click here for a Google map). 
 
Sept. 8th  -  Outreach, Free Health Information and Multiple Language Resources of Health Information at 

the Nebraska Library Commission, in Lincoln, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Event is sponsored 
by the National Network/Libraries of Medicine. See page 14 for details. 

 
Sept. 10th  -  Nebraska Library Commissionerôs meeting; 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., at Nebraska Library 

Commission (1200 N Street, Lincolnðclick here for Google map). The meeting is open to the public. 
For more information contact Maria Medrano-Nehls at: (402) 471-2045, or (800) 307-2665, or email 
Maria at: maria.medrano-nehls@nebraska.gov. 

 
Sept. 15th  -  Bridging the Gender Gap: Enticing Boys to Read, with presenter Carole Fiore. The 

conference begins at 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., at Oleôs Big Game Steakhouse & Lounge, 123 
North Oak, Paxton.  (click here for map. Registration is due by September 1st. See page 15 or 
details. 

 
Sept. 16th & 17th - ELS & SELS Youth Services Retreat at Carol Joy Holling Camp in Ashland. Visit page 

16 for more details. 

Southeast Library Systems 

August-October 2010  

http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/training/train.asp
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1200+N+Street,+Lincoln,+NE&sll=40.812512,-96.703264&sspn=0.006935,0.009592&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1200+N+St,+Lincoln,+Lancaster,+Nebraska+68508&z=16
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/rusa/awards/readinglist/index.cfm
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1010+Lincoln+Mall,+Suite+200,+Lincoln&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=29.772081,39.287109&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1010+Lincoln+Mall,+Lincoln,+Lancaster,+Nebraska+68508&ll=40.809229,-96.706113&spn=0.003841,0
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1200+N+Street,+Lincoln,+NE&sll=40.812512,-96.703264&sspn=0.006935,0.009592&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1200+N+St,+Lincoln,+Lancaster,+Nebraska+68508&z=16
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Calendar continued 
 
Sept. 24th  - CASTL Meeting in Aurora , 10:00 a.m.  CASTL Meeting at Alice M. Farr Library in Aurora. 

Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. and wraps up by 3:30 p.m. You are encouraged to read one of the 
titles on the RUSA Reading List in the Horror category. You can choose the winner, Last Days, 
by Brian Evenson, or one of the Read-Alikes: Pilo Family Circus,  by Will Elliott; Misery, by 
Stephen King; or Crash, by J.G. Ballard. Still not tempted? Choose from the Short List: The 
House of Lost Souls, by F.G. Cottam; The Little Stranger, by Sara Waters; The Séance, by John 
Harwood; or The Unseen, by Alexandra Sokoloff. 

 
Sept. 28th - NAIL (Nebraska Association of Institutional Libraries) meeting at the Norfolk Regional Center.  

Michael Sauers from NLC will be presenting on Google, and Richard Miller of NLC will be 
presenting on the Grant Process. 

 
Oct. 9th  - The 15th Annual Plum Creek Childrenôs Festival, Concordia University, in Seward. Featured 

authors include: Patricia Polacco, Dan Gutman, Ashley Bryan, Sarah Weeks, Alyssa Satin 
Capucilli, Pat Schories, and Ralph Masiello.  For more information visit: www.cune.edu/
about/2040.  

 
Oct.13th -  Black Belt Librarian Pre-conference Workshop. See page 17 for details. 
 
Oct. 13th & 15th  -  NLA/NEMA Conference in Grand IslandðCelebrating the Past, Creating the Future. For 

more information go to:  http://nebraskalibraries.org/conference/2010/. 
 
Nov.  4th  - CASTL Meeting at the Syracuse Public Library. 
 
Dec. 10th  -  CASTL Meeting at Webermeier Memorial Library, Milford. 

& Ice; Thunderstorms/Lightning; 
Tornadoes; Weather Overview; 
and Weather Website Lists.  Each 
category contains a manageable 
number of sites to explore, 
making for a reliable list of 
online resources that provides 
fascinating text and visuals to 
contribute to understanding and 
enjoyment. 

Dietrich was asked for a 
recommendation, if you were 
able to only buy one title? And 
with reluctance, she suggested 
the Ultimate Guide to Americaôs 
Weather, by Jack Williams ï 
reluctant because there are so 
many fabulous choices on her 
lists so donôt stop there when 
thinking about additions to your 

collection.  She also shared a 
favorite book because of the 
beautiful pictures, Kaleidoscope 
Sky, by Tim Herd. On my list to 
read from her booklist are:  
Living with the Weather:  Among 
the Clouds ï Work, Wit and Wild 
Wea the r  a t  t h e  Moun t 
Washington Observatory,  by 
Eric Pinder and  Freaks of the 
Storm:  From Flying Cows to 
Stealing Thunder, the Worldôs 
Strangest True Weather Stories, 
by Randall Cerveny. 

Take some time to browse ï 
All Weather Is Good, and add to 
your list of favorite information 
sources.  If nothing else, consider 
it a contribution to material for 

small talk and conversation. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Sowings continued 

The SELS Catalog is 
now online at 

Apollo!  
Visit us at:  

https://selsne.biblionix.com/atoz/
catalog/  

http://www.cune.edu/about/2040
http://www.cune.edu/about/2040
http://nebraskalibraries.org/conference/2010/
https://selsne.biblionix.com/atoz/catalog/
https://selsne.biblionix.com/atoz/catalog/
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By Gerry Powers, Director of DeWitt 

Burkley Public Library. 

Summer Reading at the Library in 

DeWitt was a fun time.  Two of the 

projects that the kids enjoyed were reading 

The Little Mermaid Book, How Does Your 

Garden Grow, and then making a Salt 

Crystal Garden.   Everyone was amazed at 

the growth and colors in our fish bowl and 

glass baking dish.     

Another fun activity the children 

enjoyed was using colored sand (salt) to 

make a beach, and then the children added 

starfish, sea shells, sand dollars, and 

various other things found on 

beaches.   We found out there are many 

stories about sea life, oceans, and the like, 

that were fun to read.  On the last 

Wednesday, we ended with a family hot 

dog picnic, more stories, games and prizes.  

DeWitt Grows Crystals 

By Wanda Marget, Director of the Fairmont 

Public Library 

Summer Reading is really a ñSPLASHò 

in Fairmont.  We have made terrariums, Koi 

Kites, Wave Bottles, and weôve hosted the 

Nebraska Fish and Game people.  We have 

also painted fish on t-shirts (shown far right). 

Fishy Fun in Fairmont 

The kids hold up their Koi Kites for a photo. 
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Sandcastle Summer in Seward 

By Charlotte Baldinger, Librarian, Seward 

Memorial Library 

The Seward Memorial Library made a 

big splash in the community this summer.  

The 2010 water 

theme was a big 

hit with children 

as evidenced by 

the record-setting 

circulation in June.  

An all-time high 

of 13,595 items 

were checked out 

in that month 

alone (over 30% 

of our collection)!   

The library was 

also pleased to host some unusual events.  

For instance, as the 

staff was preparing 

for ñBeach Weekò 

one of the local stores 

was contacted for 

meat tray donations.  

The trays were 

needed as the base for 

future sandcastles to 

be made from dried 

bread cubes.  When 

the store manager 

i n q u i r e d 

about the 

use of the 

trays he 

challenged 

the library 

by offering 

a bonus.  

Not only 

would he 

provide meat trays, but he offered to 

donate 25 lbs. of white cheese to be used to 

create ñsandcastlesò as well.  He wanted to 

schedule an event for a dairy promotion 

and he thought we would be a great 

partner.  What a surprise for the children!  

Everyone had a great time using toothpicks 

and peanut butter to build individual 

sandcastles.  The children were fascinated 

with the challenge 

and the construction 

results were unique 

(the bread cubes 

were used another 

time).  The staff and 

children will never 

forget this sandcastle 

adventure. 

Trading Lunch Already?  
 

Help alleviate back -to -school 

boredom.  Add your favorite 

lunch recipes to the SELS 

Friends Cookbook Project.  

Visit our webpage at:  

http://www.selsfriends.org/  

http://www.selsfriends.org/
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Look At What Weôve Been Doing! 
 

Over the past seven weeks the Morton-James 

Public Library in Nebraska City has been an 

extremely busy place. June 2010 was a record 

breaking month with total circulation and 

computer usage at 11,999. The summer 

programs were a phenomenal success.  
 

There were 41 children registered 

for the preschool summer story time 

held on Wednesdays. On average, 24 

children attended each session. A total 

of 115 children in K-5th grades 

registered for the summer reading 

program. The children in grades K-3rd 

read 750 books and the children in 

grades 3rd-5th read a total of 614 hours. On Tuesdays guest 

speakers presented the following programs Wild About 

An imals,  Tur t les,  Science 

Experiments, The Adam White 

Magic Show, Fishing and Drawing. 

The attendance for the seven 

Tuesday programs was a grand 

total of 723 children and adults. On 

Thursdays, the children enjoyed 

crafts, games and 

stories. 
 

Th er e  w e re  1 7 

registered for the 6th 

G r a d e  S u m m e r 

Program. Over seven 

weeks they read a total 

of 4, 033 pages. Programs were presented on Let's 

Go Hawaiian, Turtles, Scuba Diving, Cookie 

Decorating, Weather Watching and Water Fun. 
 

Nine registered for the Teen Summer Program. A total of 29 books were 

read. Programs were given on Storytelling, Drawing With Sidewalk Chalk 

and A Scavenger Hunt-Pirate Day. The grand finale was a lock-in held 

after library hours. 
 

This was the first year for an adult summer program. There were four 

that registered for the program. Eleven book reviews were submitted. 

Brown Bag Programs were presented every Monday. Each program 

featured a different library service including interlibrary loan, how to 

manage your library account online, NetLibrary, eBooks and OverDrive. 

Morton -James Breaks Record 
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By Yvonne Weers, SELS 
Administrative Assistant 

Many of you know Scott 
Childers, Associate Professor at 
the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, Love Library, and a 
current SELS Board Member.  He 

has generously provided his 
technical expertise at several of 
our workshop events.  

Recently, Scott was presented 
with the CAMRE Award (Creating 
an Atmosphere of Mutual 
Respect) through the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries and 
the Association of Classified 
Library Personnel. We would like 
to congratulate Scott and feel 
blessed to have him on board the 
SELS team. 

Scott Childers Presented with the CAMRE Award 
























