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SELS Board Members 2005SELS Board Members 2005SELS Board Members 2005---200620062006   
President: L isa Olivigni, Crete Public Library 

Vice-President: Jan Thomsen, Alice M. Farr Library, Aurora 
Secretary: Rebecca Bernthal, UNL– Love Library   
Treasurer: Becky Baker , Seward Memorial Library  

Judy Butler , Waverly Senior High School  
Sandy Elton, Lincoln Correctional Center Library 

Karen Frank, Greenwood Public Library  
Deb Goossen, Lewiston Consolidated School Library  

Ken Gunselman , York College/Levitt Library  
Stephen Hunt, Plattsmouth Public Library 

Kr is Rogge, Johnson 
Hope Schawang, Lydia Bruun Woods Memorial Library, Falls City 

Tom Schmitz, Lincoln Regional Center Library 
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Service Role 1:  Service Role 1:  Training & Consulting:  to provide continuing education opportunities and technology   
training, and to coordinate efforts and activities with Nebraska Library Commission. 
 

� � 2006 Nebraska Library Leadership Institute – 28 new alum 
� � 2006 Nebraska Library Leadership Institute Reunion – Creative Problem Solving 
� � One Book Many Librarians discussion at 2006 NLA/NEMA Conference – Sleep Toward 

Heaven by Amanda Eyre Ward 
� � Gamers & Gaming with Constance Steinkuehler at NLA/NEMA Conference co-sponsored with 

NRLS and C&U 
� � Nebraska Regional Library Systems (NRLS) sponsored Nebraska Trustee Survey Report at 

NLA/NEMA Conference 
� � NRLS sponsored Bus Trip to Mountain Plains Library Association (MPLA) in Jackson Hole, 

WY – 32 passengers 
� � Bridges Out of Poverty with Jodi Pfarr – NLA/NEMA NRLS pre-conference 
� � Caring for the Mind – NLA/NEMA S&I/Para pre-conference 
� � What’s Your Ethics IQ – Brenda on the panel for NLA/NEMA session 
� � CASTL met 10 times with round robin discussion and the following topics: Planning/Bibliostat; 

Friendraising & Fundraising; Book Clubs – started a YA book discussion with CASTL; Special 
Demographics & New SELS Resources; Golden Sower Nominees; Great Books for Giving; 
Creative Problem Solving; Nebraska Trustee Survey Results; Evaluating Websites; and E-rate. 

� � Routing Professional Journals (10 journals) 
� � Meetings/Visits to multiple communities 
� � Consultation and information via phone,  

e-mail, and SELS website 
� � Correctional Librarians’  meeting at the 

Tecumseh State Correctional Facility 
� � Spring Colloquium with Joe Janes – ALA 

Internet Librarian  
� � SoLiS – 6 issues 
� � Orientation for UNO Library Classes on  

Nebraska Regional Library Systems and NLA 
� � Online guest for SCC Public Service and Libraries 

Course on Legislative Impact 
� � Raise Your Mental Health IQ Workshop 
� � Basic Skills – Organization of Library Materials  

and Collection Development courses 
� � Summer Reading Workshop with Patti Sinclair,  

Sally Snyder and a Menagerie of Entertainers 
� � Youth Services Retreat (Booktalks, Gaming, 

Weeding, Displays & Marketing, Drumming with 
Michael Fitzsimmons) 

� � SELS Training Extravaganza – UNL Special Collections; Juvenile Non-fiction; Google Book & 
Scholar; Bibliostat Connect; Adult Book Talks & Discussion; New Tech Gadgets & Gizmos; 
Interactive Websites; Today’s High School Library Media Center; Mentoring; and NLC Web-
site Search Enhancements. 
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MPLA or Bust 
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Service Role 2:  Service Role 2:  Consortia Building & Cooperative Approaches to Providing Library Services: To  
explore more efficient and effective ways to provide system-wide services, and to continue dialogue with 
NLC in regard to development goals. To encourage local libraries to share resources to support 
effective approaches to resource sharing, to familiarize librarians with available resources, and to ensure 
that all member libraries have access to resources beyond their own collections in order to provide  
quality service. 
 

� � 2006 One Book One Nebraska – Alex Kava’s One False Move with NLA, NLC, NRLS, & NE Center 
for the Book 

� � Joint CASTL Meetings with Library Trustees, Media Specialists, Friends & Foundations 
� � Nebraska Regional Library System (NRLS) Projects:  MPLA Bus Trip; Pre-conference with Jodi 

Pfarr; NLA/NEMA Conference sessions on Gaming, Trustee Survey and Post Banquet Dance; Ne-
braska Library Leadership Institute & Reunion; LSTA Grant for iPods, MP3 Players & Books. 

� � Nebraska Library Commission (NLC) LSTA Grant Review Team 
� � Quarterly Meetings with NLC and NRLS 
� � Eastern Library System & Southeast Library System Youth Services Retreat  
� � Continuing Education grant from NLC for Library Colloquium with Joe Janes with Eastern Library 

System, Omaha Public library, Lincoln City Libraries, University of Nebraska-Omaha and the Public  
Library Section of NLA. 

� � Patrick Jones sponsored by NRLS and NLC 
� � Nebraska Library Association (NLA)  

President/Past President, NLA Diversity,  
Finance and Nominating Committee  
work (Brenda) 

� � NLA Paraprofessional Section Treasurer, 
NLA/NEMA Conference 
program,  
NLA/NEMA  
Pre-conference: 
Caring for the 
Mind, Promo-
tional printed  
materials for 
NLA Planned 
Giving and Correctional Library bookmarks for A 
Day in the Life of a Prison Librarian session (Jenni) 

� � Nebraska Community Consumer Health Information 
Symposium with Lincoln City Libraries and Lincoln Public Schools 

� � Banned Books Week Public Program and display with AFCON, Nebraska ACLU and NLA 
� � Invited Sally Gardner Reed for NLA/NEMA conference in partnership with Trustees, Users & 

Friends and Public Library Sections for their annual luncheon program speaker. 
� � Hamilton College Library Advisory Board 

� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � ���� �
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Nebraska Communities Visited:  Syracuse, Seward, Crete, 
Lincoln, Kearney, York, Tecumseh, DeWitt, Falls City, 
Aurora, Schuyler, Waverly, Shickley, Omaha, Ogallala,  
Alliance, Pawnee City, Fairmont, Camp Carol Joy Holling 
(Ashland), Mahoney State Park, North Platte, Friend,  
Nebraska City, Adams, James Arthur Vineyards (Raymond), 
LaVista, Plattsmouth. 

Out-state travel:  Jackson Hole, Wyoming; Chicago, Illinois; 
and Washington, DC. CASTL meeting in Shickley— October 2005 



4 

 
Service Role 3:  Service Role 3:  Promotion: Of librarians, libraries and systems and the vital  
service they provide to Nebraska residents. 

� � Nebraska ACLU Board 
� � SoLiS 
� � Annual Report, SELS brochure and Power 

Point Loop 
� � Nebraska League of Municipality  

Conference 
� � One Book One Nebraska Activities,  

Websites, Book Discussion Bags, Author 
Tour, Governor’s Proclamation 

� � NLA Legislative Day – SELS shuttle (van), 
Library stories on postcards by Jenni 

� � National Library Legislative Day –  
Contribution from NRLS 

� � 1st Amendment, Free Speech & Libraries 
discussions with Doane Lincoln Ethics 
Classes 

� � Top 10 Librarian Booklist for KHAS TV in 
Hastings 

� � Judge for Poetry Nebraska Book Award 
� � Publicity for Nebraska Correctional Librari-

ans, Nebraska Library Association, Nebraska 
Regional Library Systems  

Service Role 4: Service Role 4: Management of SELS Resources: To carry out the duties and goals of a regional  
library system, serving SELS members efficiently and effectively. 

� � Jenni Puchalla – NLA Paraprofessional of the Year 
� � SELS Board Meetings - 6 
� � Financial review of SELS by Gary Riggs 
� � Public Library Certification for Jenni Puchalla 
� � Read to Lead with Mentors from Leadership Institutes 
� � SELS Friends Group – Libraries Sweet Indeed, Road to the Code & Aged to Perfection 
� � NLC Grants for Joe Janes Colloquium, Judy Freeman Youth Services Retreat, Jodi Pfarr Pre-

conference, MPLA Bus Trip, Patrick Jones, iPod & MP3 players 
� � NLC funds for SELS upgrades of copier, laptop, computer, and microphone 
� � E-rate discounts for telecommunications and the Internet 
� � Reviews of SELS Plan – including Technology 
� � SELS van repairs and maintenance 
� � 140 Van passengers/year 
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Online InformationOnline Information  
The system maintains a website, www.nlc.state.ne.us/system/sesys/index.html, for current calendar       

information, registration forms for events, lists of SELS books, videos, and Ellison dies, rotating  
journals, and links to literature resources, along with other items of interest to libraries in the region. 
The System newsletter, SoLiS, is also available online, both new and archived . 

An electronic mailing list is also maintained to facilitate communication in the region. To subscribe,  
go to www.nlc.state.ne.us/lists/commands.asp and register for SELS mailing list. 
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Staff Training – 

� � 2005 Mountain Plains Library Association/Wyoming Library Association conference 
in Jackson Hole, Wyoming  

� � 2006 National Library Legislative Day in Washington, DC 
� � Jim Trelease in Seward 
� � Public Library and Trustees, Users, Friends Sections Spring Meeting on Gaming 
� � 2006 Nebraska Library Association Legislative Day in Lincoln 
� � NLA/NEMA Conference in Lincoln 
� � Gates Rural Library Sustainability Workshop in Lincoln 
� � Law for Librarians in Chicago 
� � Karen McPheeters (Farmington Public Library/NM) keynote for LCL training day 
� � Strategic Planning:  Finding the Best Future for Your Nonprofit Organization in 

Omaha (Kiewit) 
� � Mentor at 2005 Library Leadership Institute, Leadership Reunion Problem Solving 

Workshop 
� � Bridges Out of Poverty:  Strategies for Professionals & Communities – Jodi Pfarr 
� � Caring for the Mind 
� � Youth Services Retreat at Camp Carol Joy Holling – Ashland  
� � Joe Janes Colloquium 
� � Raise Your Mental Health IQ 


