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A Lantern in her Hand by Beth Streeter Aldrich (19 copies—Paperback) 
First published in 1928, A Lantern in Her Hand has outlasted literary fashions to 
touch generations of readers. In this classic story of a pioneer woman, Bess 
Streeter Aldrich modeled protagonist Abbie Deal on her own mother, who in 
1854 had traveled by covered wagon to the Midwest. 
  
In A Lantern in Her Hand, Abbie accompanies her family to the soon-to-be-state 
of Nebraska. There, in 1865, she marries and settles into her own sod house. 
The novel describes Abbie's years of child-raising, of making a frontier home 
able to withstand every adversity. A Disciplined writer knowledgeable about 
true stories of pioneer days in Nebraska, Bess Streeter Aldrich conveys the 
strength of everyday things, the surprise of familiar faces, and the look of the 
unspoiled landscape during different seasons. Refusing to be broken by hard 
experience, Abbie sets a joyful example for her family—and for her readers. 
 

 
A Tale of Two Cities and Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
(9 copies—Paperback) 
A Tale of Two Cities 
After 18 years as a political prisoner in the Bastille, the aging Doctor 
Manette is finally released and reunited with his daughter in England. 
There the lives of the two very different men, Charles Darnay, an 
exiled French aristocrat, and Sydney Carton, a disreputable but 
brilliant English lawyer, become enmeshed through their love for Lucie 
Manette. From the tranquil roads of London, they are drawn against 
their will to the vengeful, bloodstained streets of Paris at the height of 
the Reign of Terror, and they soon fall under the lethal shadow of the 
guillotine. 
 

Great Expectations 
A terrifying encounter with an escaped convict in a graveyard on the wild Kent marshes; a summons to meet 
the bitter, decaying Miss Havisham and her beautiful, cold-hearted ward Estella; the sudden generosity of a 
mysterious benefactor--these form a series of events that changes the orphaned Pip's life forever, and he 
eagerly abandons his humble origins to begin a new life as a gentleman. Dickens's haunting late novel 
depicts Pip’s education and development through adversity as he discovers the true nature of his "great 
expectations."  
 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman 
Alexie (10 copies-Hardcover) 
From School Library Journal: Starred Review. Grade 7–10—Exploring 
Indian identity, both self and tribal, Alexie's first young adult novel is a 
semiautobiographical chronicle of Arnold Spirit, aka Junior, a Spokane 
Indian from Wellpinit, WA. The bright 14-year-old was born with 
water on the brain, is regularly the target of bullies, and loves to draw. 
He says, "I think the world is a series of broken dams and floods, and 
my cartoons are tiny little lifeboats." He expects disaster when he 
transfers from the reservation school to the rich, white school in 
Reardan, but soon finds himself making friends with both geeky and 



popular students and starting on the basketball team. Meeting his old classmates on the court, Junior 
grapples with questions about what constitutes one's community, identity, and tribe. The daily struggles of 
reservation life and the tragic deaths of the protagonist's grandmother, dog, and older sister would be all but 
unbearable without the humor and resilience of spirit with which Junior faces the world. The many 
characters, on and off the rez, with whom he has dealings are portrayed with compassion and verve, 
particularly the adults in his extended family. Forney's simple pencil cartoons fit perfectly within the story 
and reflect the burgeoning artist within Junior. Reluctant readers can even skim the pictures and construct 
their own story based exclusively on Forney's illustrations. The teen's determination to both improve himself 
and overcome poverty, despite the handicaps of birth, circumstances, and race, delivers a positive message in 
a low-key manner. Alexie's tale of self-discovery is a first purchase for all libraries.—Chris Shoemaker, New 
York Public Library  
  
The Adoration of Jenna Fox by Mary E. Pearson (10 copies-Hardcover) 
Who is Jenna Fox? Seventeen-year-old Jenna has been told that is her name. 
She has just awoken from a coma, they tell her, and she is still recovering from 
a terrible accident in which she was involved a year ago. But what happened 
before that? Jenna doesn't remember her life. Or does she? And are the 
memories really hers? 
 
This fascinating novel represents a stunning new direction for acclaimed 
author Mary Pearson. Set in a near future America, it takes readers on an 
unforgettable journey through questions of bio-medical ethics and the nature 
of humanity. Mary Pearson's vividly drawn characters and masterful writing 
soar to a new level of sophistication. 

  
Black Juice by Margo Lanagan (15 copies-Paperback) 
 From School Library Journal: Starred Review. Grade 9 Up–
Every selection in this rich collection is strange and startling, a 
glimpse into weird, wondrous, and sometimes terrifying 
worlds. "Singing My Sister Down," "House of the Many," and 
"Earthly Uses" use the death of a character to illustrate the 
trajectory that grief gives to those who surround those 
characters. In "Sweet Pippit," a group of elephants break from 
captivity to rescue the one human who can lead and love 
them. "Wooden Bride" centers on Matty Weir and her 
decision to change herself forever by participating in her 
town's anonymous group marriage ceremony, providing a sly, 
unconventional commentary on today's consumer-heavy 
wedding culture. "Red Nose Day" provides a glimpse into the 
hearts of two assassins who are killing clowns. "Yowlinin" is a 
story of ostracism and disaster; an outcast girl warns of a 

plague but is unheeded, with catastrophic results. The 10 stories all hover near a 20-page range. Lanagan 
uses beautiful, lyrical language to tell peculiar, disturbing tales. This collection may need some introduction, 
and would work especially well in a classroom setting; it is full of teachable moments. The selections are 
subtle and scary, and are remarkably different from most short stories aimed at teens. This book will satisfy 
readers hungry for intelligent, literary fantasies that effectively twist facets of our everyday world into 
something alien.–Sarah Couri, New York Public Library 
  



Blue Lipstick:  Concrete Poems by John Grandits— Poetry (15 copies-
Paperback) 
 A 15-year-old girl named Jessie voices typical—and not so typical—teenage 
concerns in this unique, hilarious collection of poems. Her musings about trying 
out new makeup and hairstyles, playing volleyball and cello, and dealing with her 
annoying younger brother are never boring or predictable. Who else do you know 
who designs her own clothes and writes poetry to her cat? Jessie's a girl with 
strong opinions, and she isn't shy about sharing them. Her funny, sarcastic take 

on high school life is revealed through concrete poetry: words, ideas, type, and 

design that combine to make pictures and patterns. The poems are inventive, 

irreverent, irresistible, and full of surprises—just like Jessie—and the playful 

layout and ingenious graphics extend the wry humor. 

 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (24 copies - 

Paperback) 

Grade 9 Up–Zusak has created a work that deserves the attention of 

sophisticated teen and adult readers. Death himself narrates the World War II-

era story of Liesel Meminger from the time she is taken, at age nine, to live in 

Molching, Germany, with a foster family in a working-class neighborhood of 

tough kids, acid-tongued mothers, and loving fathers who earn their living by 

the work of their hands. The child arrives having just stolen her first book–

although she has not yet learned how to read–and her foster father uses 

it, The Gravediggers Handbook , to lull her to sleep when she’s roused by 

regular nightmares about her younger brother’s death. Across the ensuing 

years of the late 1930s and into the 1940s, Liesel collects more stolen books 

as well as a peculiar set of friends: the boy Rudy, the Jewish refugee Max, the 

mayors reclusive wife (who has a whole library from which she allows Liesel to 

steal), and especially her foster parents. Zusak not only creates a 

mesmerizing and original story but also writes with poetic syntax, causing 

readers to deliberate over phrases and lines, even as the action impels them 

forward. Death is not a sentimental storyteller, but he does attend to an array of satisfying details, giving 

Liesels story all the nuances of chance, folly, and fulfilled expectation that it deserves. An extraordinary 

narrative.ïFrancisca Goldsmith, Berkeley Public Library, CA   

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.  

 
Copper Sun by Sharon M. Draper (15 copies-Paperback) 
From School Library Journal: Starred Review. Grade 8 Up–This action-packed, 
multifaceted, character-rich story describes the shocking realities of the slave 
trade and plantation life while portraying the perseverance, resourcefulness, and 
triumph of the human spirit. Amari is a 15-year-old Ashanti girl who is happily 
anticipating her marriage to Besa. Then, slavers arrive in her village, slaughter 
her family, and shatter her world. Shackled, frightened, and despondent, she is 
led to the Cape Coast where she is branded and forced onto a boat of death for 
the infamous Middle Passage to the Carolinas. There, Percival Derby buys her as 
a gift for his son's 16th birthday. Trust and friendship develop between Amari 
and Polly, a white indentured servant, and when their mistress gives birth to a 
black baby, the teens try to cover up Mrs. Derby's transgression. However, Mr. 
Derby's brutal fury spurs them to escape toward the rumored freedom of Fort 
Mose, a Spanish colony in Florida. Although the narrative focuses alternately on 
Amari and Polly, the story is primarily Amari's, and her pain, hope, and 
determination are acute. Cruel white stereotypes abound except for the plantation's mistress, whose love is 
colorblind; the doctor who provides the ruse for the girls' escape; and the Irish woman who gives the 
fugitives a horse and wagon. As readers embrace Amari and Polly, they will better understand the impact of 



human exploitation and suffering throughout history. In addition, they will gain a deeper knowledge of 
slavery, indentured servitude, and 18th-century sanctuaries for runaway 
slaves.–Gerry Larson, Durham School of the Arts, NC 

  

Crazy Horse: The Strange Man of the Ogalalas by Mari 
Sandoz (11 copies—Paperback) 
Crazy Horse, the legendary military leader of the Oglala Sioux whose 
personal power and nonconformity set him off as "strange," fought in many 
famous battles, including the Little Bighorn. He held out tirelessly against 
the U.S. government’s efforts to confine the Lakotas to reservations. Finally, 
in the spring of 1877 he surrendered, only to meet a violent death. More 
than a century later, Crazy Horse continues to hold a special place in the 
hearts and minds of his people. Mari Sandoz offers a powerful evocation of 
the long-ago world and enduring spirit of Crazy Horse.  

 
Full Tilt by Neal Shusterman (15 
copies—Paperback) 
Sixteen-year-old Blake has always been the 
responsible one in his dysfunctional family -- the one who drives safely, gets 
good grades, and looks after his wild younger brother, Quinn. Quinn is his 
brother's opposite -- a thrill-seeker who's always chasing the next scary rush, 
no matter what the cost. But Quinn and Blake are in for the surprise of their 
lives when they're thrust into the world of a bizarre phantom carnival -- and 
their souls are the price of admission. 
In order to save his brother, and himself, Blake must survive seven different 
carnival rides before dawn. Seven rides...it sounds easy. But each ride is full 
of unexpected dangers, because each ride is a reflection of one of Blake's 
deepest fears. And the last ride is the worst one of all. Because that's the one 
that confronts Blake with a terrifying secret from his past -- a secret he's 
been running from for years. 
 

The Green Glass Sea by Ellen Kalges (14 copies—Paperback) 
In November 1943, 10-year-old budding inventor Dewey Kerrigan sets off on 
a cross-country train ride to be with her father, who is engaged in "war 
work." She is busy designing a radio when a fellow passenger named Dick 
Feynman offers to help her. Feynman's presence in this finely wrought first 
novel is the first clue that Dewey is headed for Los Alamos. The mystery and 
tension surrounding "war work" and what Dewey knows only as "the gadget" 
trickles down to the kids living in the Los Alamos compound, who often do 
without adult supervision. Although disliked by her girl classmates, "Screwy 
Dewey" enjoys Los Alamos. There are lots of people to talk with about radios 
(including "Oppie"), and she has the wonderful opportunity to dig through 
the nearby dump for discarded science stuff. However, when Dewey's father 
leaves for Washington, she is left to fend off the biggest bully in Los Alamos. 
The novel occasionally gets mired down in detail, but the characters are 
exceptionally well drawn, and the compelling, unusual setting makes a great 
tie-in for history classes. John Green Copyright © American Library 
Association. All rights reserved . 



 

Heat by Mike Lupica (15 copies-Paperback & 1 CD) 
From School Library Journal: Grade 5-8–Growing up in the Bronx and playing 
Little League baseball in the shadow of Yankee Stadium, it's no surprise that 12-
year-old Michael Arroyo loves baseball, especially the New York Yankees, even 
though he can't afford to buy a ticket to watch them play. Michael's the best 
Little League pitcher in the district, and seems destined to lead his all-star team 
to the championship game, which will be held inside Yankee Stadium, with a 
trip to the Little League World Series on the line. But all that changes when a 
jealous rival coach challenges whether Michael is as young as he claims in this 
novel by Mike Lupica (Philomel, 2006). Placed on the sidelines, Michael 
desperately tries to find a way to get his birth certificate from Cuba while at the 
same time keeping social services from finding out that he and his older brother 
are living on their own following the recent death of their beloved papi. 
Michael needs all the help he can get from his best friend Manny and from a 
beautiful, mysterious girl he meets at the baseball field. Although the story 
moves slowly in a few spots, Paolo Andino's excellent narration will make listeners pull for Michael and his 
teammates. As good as the baseball games are, though, the best part of the book is when Manny's actor 
uncle impersonates Michael's father in an attempt to get the social services worker out of their hair. A sure 
hit with baseball fans.–David Bilmes, Schaghticoke Middle School, New Milford, CT  

  

The Home Place by Wright Morris (12 copies-Paperback) 
One Book One Nebraska 2010 selection. This account in first-person narrative and 
photographs of the one-day visit of Clyde Muncy to “the home place” at Lone Tree, 
Nebraska, has been called “as near to a new fiction form as you could get.” Both prose 
and pictures are homely: worn linoleum, an old man’s shoes, well-used kitchen utensils, 
and weathered siding. Muncy’s journey of discovery takes the measure of the man he 
has become and of what he has left behind.  

 

Hurt Go Happy by Ginny Rorby (15 copies-Paperback) 
From School Library Journal: Grade 6-9–Joey Willis is 
deaf, and her mother won't allow her to learn American 

Sign Language. Her isolated existence is turned upside down, however, when 
she meets her elderly neighbor, Dr. Charles Mansell, and his sign-language-
using chimpanzee, Sukari. Against her mother's wishes, Joey begins to learn to 
sign, and Charlie, whose parents were deaf, opens her eyes to a future filled 
with possibilities. When he dies, Sukari's fate is left in Joey's hands. Rorby has 
clearly done her research. From the dialogue gaps that allow youngsters to 
share the frustration even a skilled lip reader feels, to a brutal scene in a 
chimp-filled research facility, the wealth of details support but, unfortunately, 
often overwhelm the story. The tale is so dense that many plot threads are 
abruptly abandoned, and the narrative skips ahead at random intervals. Laden 
with issues–parent-child relationships, the treatment of research animals, and 
child abuse (Joey's deafness is the result of a beating by her father)–the book 
often gets bogged down in its own seriousness. However, the writing shines 
when Rorby focuses on what is obviously her true passion: Sukari and the fate 
of chimpanzees like her.–Kathleen Kelly MacMillan, Carroll County Public 
Library, MD   



  

I Am A Man: Chief Standing Bear’s Journey for Justice by Joe 
Starita (10 copies—Paperback) 
In 1879, Ponca chief Standing Bear challenged decades of Indian policy when 
he stood in a federal courthouse in Omaha, Neb., and demanded to be 
recognized as a person by the U.S. government. Journalist Starita masterfully 
portrays the chief's story in this compelling narrative of injustices finally 
righted. The Ponca, relocated from their beloved Niobrara River valley to the 
harsh plains of Oklahoma, found unlikely allies in a Nebraska newspaper 
man and a lifelong Indian fighter. Thomas Henry Tibbles, an ex-preacher and 
editor, filed a writ of habeas corpus on Standing Bear's behalf, demanding 
the government show good reason why the Ponca should be deprived of 
their property, homeland and their very lives without due process, an 
unprecedented act that forced the government to grapple head-on with 
whether Native Americans, like the recently emancipated black slaves, were 
persons entitled to equal protection under the law. Gen. George Crook, an 
accomplished Indian fighter, supported Standing Bear and Tibbles with a 
harsh indictment of the very policies he had spent his career implementing. Starita transforms what could 
have been a dry academic survey of U.S. Indian policy into an engaging yarn, full of drama and sudden 
revelations.  

 

Impossible by Nancy Werlin (10 copies-Hardcover) 
Lucy has nine months to break an ancient curse in order to save both herself and her 
unborn daughter. 
Inspired by the ballad “Scarborough Fair,” this riveting novel combines suspense, 
fantasy, and romance for an intensely page-turning and masterfully original tale. 
Lucy is seventeen when she discovers that the women of her family have been 
cursed through the generations, forced to attempt three seemingly impossible tasks 
or to fall into madness upon their child’s birth. But Lucy is the first girl who won’t be 
alone as she tackles the list. She has her fiercely protective foster parents and her 
childhood friend Zach beside her. Do they have love and strength enough to 
overcome an age-old evil?  
 

 The Last Newspaper Boy in America by Sue Corbett  
(10 Copies— Paperback) 
On the eve of his twelfth birthday, Wil David learns he won’t get to fulfill a 
longstanding family tradition. Though the Davids have delivered The Cooper 
County Caller to the citizens of Steele for decades, the newspaper announces it is 
no longer profitable to offer home delivery to the residents of Wil’s small, out-of-
the way town. But Wil, third son in a family of limited means, is desperate for the 
regular wages the route promises, having long dreamed of saving his tips to buy a 
laptop computer. He starts a petition to convince the newspaper to reverse its 
decision, and gets to know his quirky neighbors better in the process of galvanizing 
support. At the same time, he tries a second tack: He’ll earn the money he needs 
by winning the “Cover-the-Spot” game—and its $1,000 grand prize—at the annual 
Cooper County Fair. He’s sure the game is rigged somehow, so Wil knows he must 
figure out how before he even attempts the feat. Then, cheered on by the crowd, 
he uses his finely honed newspaper-tossing skills to win, and has the ammunition to unmask the game as a 



fraud when the carny tries to say he hasn’t. Wil is hailed as a hero, but the petition drive has taught him that 
the route means much more to him than simply a way to earn money. He had seen The Caller’s decision as a 
loss to him. His neighbors show him that being dismissed as too small to matter is a loss to all. 
 

Little Brother by Cory Doctorow (10 copies-Hardcover) 
Marcus, a.k.a “w1n5t0n,” is only seventeen years old, but he figures he already 
knows how the system works–and how to work the system. Smart, fast, and wise to 
the ways of the networked world, he has no trouble outwitting his high school’s 
intrusive but clumsy surveillance systems. 
But his whole world changes when he and his friends find themselves caught in the 
aftermath of a major terrorist attack on San Francisco. In the wrong place at the 
wrong time, Marcus and his crew are apprehended by the Department of Homeland 
Security and whisked away to a secret prison where they’re mercilessly interrogated 
for days. 
When the DHS finally releases them, Marcus discovers that his city has become a 
police state where every citizen is treated like a potential terrorist. He knows that no 
one will believe his story, which leaves him only one option: to take down the DHS 

himself. 
  
Local Wonders: Seasons in the Bohemian Alps by Ted Kooser 
Season by season, Kooser reflects upon life in, around, and beyond his home 
nestled in the rolling hills of eastern Nebraska, an area he slyly calls the "Bohemian 
alps," then honors the German and Czech immigrants who originally settled the 
area by liberally scattering their inspirational homilies throughout his essays. His are 
sweet little observations, nothing monumental or earth-shattering, just the 
everyday kind of occurrences we've all been privy to: the satisfaction that comes 
from cleaning the garage, the possibilities that can occur when answering a wrong 
number. An artist and poet, Kooser takes delight in the ordinary treasures found in 
one's own backyard: "If you can awaken inside the familiar and discover it new," he 
says, "you need never leave home." Kooser is full of other such gentle, homespun 
wisdom: what it takes to be a good neighbor, what it means to be a dutiful son. 
Through his eyes, we learn to see, then appreciate, the beauty and grace in 
everyday miracles, the comfort and sanctity in local wonders. Carol Haggas Copyright © American Library 
Association. All rights reserved  
 

Nobody’s Princess by Esther M. Friesner (15 copies-Paperback) 
From Booklist: Helen of Sparta is a feisty, beautiful young princess who is doted upon 
by her family, even though her determination to be independent and hunt and fight 
like her brothers creates various awkward, even dangerous situations for everyone. 
Using the mythical character of Helen of Troy as inspiration, Friesner focuses on 
Helen's youth, before she became "the face that launched a thousand ships." In an 
epilogue, Friesner discusses the historical facts and classical texts that she drew from 
to imagine Helen's childhood. The resulting novel is a fascinating portrait of a spoiled 
child who uses her wily ways and privileges to learn how to use a sword, track and kill 
game, ride a horse, and bargain for a slave's freedom. Along the way, Friesner skillfully 
exposes larger issues of women's rights, human bondage, and individual destiny. It's a 
rollicking good story all the way to the abrupt conclusion, which will leave readers 
crying out for a sequel. Frances Bradburn 



One False Move by Alex Kava (10 copies, 5 paperback, 5 
hardcover) 
Nebraskan suspense author Kava takes a break from her 
successful series featuring FBI Special Agent Maggie O'Dell (At 
the Stroke of Madness; Split Second) with this psychological 
thriller about the fallout from an abortive bank robbery. The 
principal players are Jared Barnett, just released by his shady 
attorney's machinations from a life sentence for murder; his 
docile sister, Melanie Starks; and her 17-year-old son, Charlie, 
to whom Jared is a father figure. Just as their lives seem to be 
approaching normalcy, Jared scopes out a bank heist and 
bullies his sister and nephew into helping him. Mel is 
designated driver in the high-risk chase that begins right after 
Jared and Charlie, empty-handed, flee the bank. In a remote 
state park cabin, Andrew Kane, a writer, happens to be alone 
when they appear and Mel, shocked, learns from his TV that 

four people were killed in the holdup. Then she remembers the childhood that she and Jared were cheated 
out of—a mother who washed down pills with vodka while their father mercilessly beat the children until 
Jared took matters into his own hands. Victims accumulate as fast as the escape route changes, while 
abbreviated chapters and truncated dialogue signal the approaching explosive climax. This is a one-night read 
with some unexplained loose ends that won't bother readers hooked on hair-raising car chases and 
gruesome murder scenes. 
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.  
 
Our White House: Looking In Looking Out by 
108 Renowned Authors and Illustrators. Intro. by 
David McCullough (10 copies-Hardcover) 
Our White House: Looking in, Looking Out is an astounding 
collection featuring more than 100 award-winning 
children's book authors and illustrators. It is much more 
than a history about the home and office of U.S. presidents 
and their families. Commissioned by the National Children's 
Book and Literary Alliance, this stunning picture book 
transcends the bounds of educational textbook, or any 
particular genre, for that matter. It includes essays by 
historians and well-known nonfiction writers (like David 
McCullough), fictional stories, poetry (including a 
memorable poem about Lincoln and a butterfly by Kate 
DiCamillo), imagined letters to the president, texts of actual 
speeches, memoir (including an essay by Linda Johnson 
Robb about the eerie history of a White House room where 
she once stayed), transcripts of TV interviews, and clever games such as a "Best in Show" presidential pet 
contest and a "Who's in the House?" presidential board game. Among the book's most captivating features 
are the "illustration essays" which feature stories or ideas rendered completely through pictures. Notable 
examples include David Small's sketch journal "Backstairs at the White House,"depicting all the people who 
work in the house and keep it running, and Franklin Delano Roosevelt's "Four Freedoms" speech illustrated 
by Calef Brown, Peter Sis, Ed Young, and Stephen Alcorn.  

 



Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi (15 copies-Paperback) 
From School Library Journal: Adult/High School-Marji tells of her life in Iran from 
the age of 10, when the Islamic revolution of 1979 reintroduced a religious state, 
through the age of 14 when the Iran-Iraq war forced her parents to send her to 
Europe for safety. This story, told in graphic format with simple, but expressive, 
black-and-white illustrations, combines the normal rebelliousness of an 
intelligent adolescent with the horrors of war and totalitarianism. Marji's parents, 
especially her freethinking mother, modeled a strong belief in freedom and 
equality, while her French education gave her a strong faith in God. Her Marxist-
inclined family initially favored the overthrow of the Shah, but soon realized that 
the new regime was more restrictive and unfair than the last. The girl's 
independence, which made her parents both proud and fearful, caused them to 
send her to Austria. With bold lines and deceptively uncomplicated scenes, 
Satrapi conveys her story. From it, teens will learn much of the history of this 
important area and will identify with young Marji and her friends. This is a graphic novel of immense power 
and importance for Westerners of all ages. It will speak to the same audience as Art Spiegelman's Maus 
(Pantheon, 1993).Susan H. Woodcock, Fairfax County Public Library, Chantilly, VA 

  
Pride of Baghdad by Brian K. Vaughan (15 copies-Paperback) 
From School Library Journal: Grade 9 Up—A heartbreaking look at what it's 
like to live in a war zone. Inspired by true events, this story tells of four lions 
that escape from the Baghdad Zoo during a bombing raid in 2003 and 
encounter other animals that offer unique perspectives, such as a tortoise 
that survived World War I. They begin to question the nature of freedom. 
Can it be achieved without being earned? What is its price? What do the lions 
owe the zookeepers who took care of them at the cost of keeping them in 
captivity? Where should they go? What should they eat? The four lions soon 
realize that a desert city is nothing like the grassy savannas of their 
memories. Their experiences mirror those of the Iraqi citizens displaced by 
the conflict. The book succeeds as a graphic novel and as an account of the 
current crisis. Henrichon's full palette emphasizes browns and grays that 
evoke the sands of the country, while his long brushstrokes and careful 
attention to detail reflect the precise and minimalist dialogue that Vaughan 
uses. An allegorical tale with compelling and believable characters, Baghdad 
makes it clear that without self-determination, 

there can be no freedom—Erin Dennington, Chantilly Regional Library, Fairfax, 
VA  
 

Rescue Josh McGuire by Ben Mikaelson (15 copies—Paperback) 
A Daring Rescue...or a Deadly Risk? Ever since Josh`s older brother died, his 
father has been drinking too much and taking his anger out on Josh. But when he 
orphans a bear cub on a hunting trip, it`s more than Josh can stand. Josh insists 
on bringing the defenseless cub home-only to find out he must surrender it to 
game officials. Knowing the cub will be given to researchers, Josh makes a 
defiant choice. Taking only his brother`s motorcycle, the cub, and his dog, Josh 
runs away to the mountains, vowing to stay until the hunting laws are changed. 
But the mountains hold unexpected menace, and Josh`s bid for Justice soon 
becomes a battle to survive.  



 

Restoring the Burnt Child: A Primer by William Kloefkorn (10 
copies—Paperback) 
Negotiating the no man’s land between ages nine and thirteen, this memoir of 
a small-town boy’s life in 1940s Kansas continues the story William Kloefkorn 
began in his much-loved volume This Death by Drowning. With characteristic 
humor and in prose as lyrical as his best poetry, Kloefkorn describes the 
unsentimental education he received at the hands of the denizens of Urie’s 
Barber Shop and the Rexall Drugstore and at the knees of the true characters 
who made up his family. From the "firefly" stunt that nearly burns down his 
home to the distant firestorms of World War II, fire holds an endless range of 
subtle and surprising lessons for the boy, whose impressions Kloefkorn conveys 
with the immediacy, naiveté, and poignancy of youth—and reconsiders with 
the wisdom and distance of age.  

 
The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman (15 copies—Paperback) 
They say his clothes blend into the background, no matter where he stands. They 
say a lot of things about the Schwa, but one thing's for sure: no one ever noticed 
him. Except me. My name is Antsy Bonano - and I was the one who realized the 
Schwa was "functionally invisible" and used him to make some big bucks. But I was 
also the one who caused him more grief than a friend should. So if you all just shut 
up and listen, I'll tell you everything there is to know about the Schwa, from how he 
got his name, to what really happened with his mom. I'll spill everything. Unless, of 
course, "the Schwa Effect" wipes him out of my brain before I'm done....  

 
The Sledding Hill by Chris Crutcher (15 
copies—Paperback) 
From School Library Journal: Starred Review. Grade 7 

Up–This clever, spirited post-modern meta-narrative is a quick read that is 
bound to be controversial. It has no profanity, sexual acts, drug or alcohol use, 
or bloody violence but takes dead aim at censors who can't get past counting 
swear words or the notion of a gay character who is still alive at the end of a 
book. Eddie Proffit, 14, is a prototypical Crutcher protagonist, a misunderstood 
teen who in quick succession has lost his father and best friend, Billy, in 
accidents. And he must deal with Mr. Tartar, who is both a feared English 
teacher at school and the minister to a flock of Protestant fundamentalists at 
the Red Brick Church. However, the author's approach to these familiar 
themes is fresh and fun, beginning when Billy, recently deceased, opts to keep 
his newly omniscient eye on Eddie, taking advantage of opportune "windows" 
to communicate, initially scaring Eddie into voluntary mutism but eventually 
working with him to bring about…the climax of the book. This centers around the use of Crutcher's faux 
novel, Warren Peece, in class and the community-wide uproar over it. The author's obvious delight in writing 
himself into the story (complete with e-mail address) does not diminish its effectiveness, though he 
occasionally gets his religious icons confused. Crutcherisms such as "When something seems mysterious and 
magical, it's because we don't have enough information" meld neatly with upbeat metaphysical speculation 
to give teen readers an involving story and plenty to think about.–Joel Shoemaker, Southeast Junior High 
School, Iowa City, IA  
  



Stiff: the Curious Lives of Human Cadavers by Mary 
Roach (15 copies-Paperback & 1 CD) 
From School Library Journal: Adult/High School-Those curious or 
brave enough to find out what really happens to a body that is 
donated to the scientific community can do so with this book. 
Dissection in medical anatomy classes is about the least bizarre of 
the purposes that science has devised. Mostly dealing with such 
contemporary uses such as stand-ins for crash-test dummies, 
Roach also pulls together considerable historical and background 
information. Bodies are divided into types, including "beating-
heart" cadavers for organ transplants, and individual parts-leg and 
foot segments, for example, are used to test footwear for the 
effects of exploding land mines. Just as the nonemotional, fact-by-
fact descriptions may be getting to be a bit too much, Roach 
swings into macabre humor. In some cases, it is needed to restore 
perspective or aid in understanding both what the procedures are 
accomplishing and what it is hoped will be learned. In all cases, 
the comic relief welcomes readers back to the world of the living. 
For those who are interested in the fields of medicine or forensics 
and are aware of some of the procedures, this book makes 
excellent reading. Pam Johnson, Fairfax County Public Library, VA 
  

Stuck in Neutral by Terry Truman (10 copies-Paperback) 
From School Library Journal: Grade 5-9-Shawn McDaniel has 
cerebral palsy. With no control of physical functions, he 
appears to the outside world, including his family, to be 
hopelessly retarded-a "vegetable." Because he narrates the 
story, readers know that he is, in fact, a near genius, 
completely aware of his surroundings, and able to remember 
everything he has ever heard. He has a rich inner life, full of 
humor and insight, and is capable of the most normal feelings 
of a 14-year-old boy. Most of his day is spent in a wheelchair 
where he is attended to by his mother and older siblings. His 
father, an author and celebrity on the talk-show circuit, left the 
family because of Shawn and his problems, but maintains a 
relationship with him. Shawn suspects that his father, in order 
to end his perceived pain and suffering, is considering killing 
him. With this intriguing premise, Trueman presents readers 
with thought-provoking issues. The character of Shawn, 
compassionately drawn, will challenge them to look beyond 
people's surfaces. His struggle to be known, and ultimately 
loved, is vividly captured, and the issue of euthanasia is 
handled boldly but sensitively. In the final scene, Shawn, alone 
with his father, waits vulnerably as the man struggles with his 
options. Readers must draw their own conclusions as his 
father's dilemma is left unresolved. This story is bound to spark much lively discussion. Tim Rausch, Crescent 
View Middle School, Sandy, UT  
 



 The Taker by J.M. Steele (15 copies-Paperback) 
From School Library Journal: Grade 6 Up–Carly Biels should have it 
made. She has a terrific boyfriend, good friends, and she's popular. 
Okay, her parents have really high expectations and her dad is a 
Princeton alum, but she's got decent grades, so that should help her 
get into his alma mater, right? Wrong. When the SAT scores are 
released, hers just aren't good enough. Panicked, she becomes 
involved in a shady deal to cheat next time by having the mysterious 
Taker fix her score. Before she knows it, she's committed, her 
boyfriend is pushing her too far too fast, and her friends are well on 
their way to their own successes. Feeling desperate and alone, the 
teen turns to super-smart nerd Ronald Gross for tutoring. To make 
matters worse, her best friend, the editor of the school newspaper, 
takes investigative reporting seriously when rumors of a cheating ring 
start floating around the school. As Carly's life turns upside down, she 
is haunted by the choices she has made under pressure and finds out 
that people may not be what they seem. The protagonist's obsession 
is a bit much, but she is a sympathetic character, and Steele creates 
enough tension and interest in the various subplots to make this an 

enjoyable read.–Roxanne Myers Spencer, Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green  
  

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld (15 copies-Paperback) 
From School Library Journal: Starred Review. Grade 6 Up–
Tally Youngblood lives in a futuristic society that 
acculturates its citizens to believe that they are ugly until 
age 16 when they'll undergo an operation that will change 
them into pleasure-seeking "pretties." Anticipating this 
happy transformation, Tally meets Shay, another female 
ugly, who shares her enjoyment of hoverboarding and risky 
pranks. But Shay also disdains the false values and 
programmed conformity of the society and urges Tally to 
defect with her to the Smoke, a distant settlement of simple
-living conscientious objectors. Tally declines, yet when Shay 
is found missing by the authorities, Tally is coerced by the 
cruel Dr. Cable to find her and her compatriots–or remain 
forever "ugly." Tally's adventuresome spirit helps her locate 
Shay and the Smoke. It also attracts the eye of David, the 
aptly named youthful rebel leader to whose attentions Tally 
warms. However, she knows she is living a lie, for she is a 
spy who wears an eye-activated locator pendant that 
threatens to blow the rebels' cover. Ethical concerns will 
provide a good source of discussion as honesty, justice, and 
free will are all oppressed in this well-conceived dystopia. 
Characterization, which flirts so openly with the importance 
of teen self-concept, is strong, and although lengthy, the 
novel is highly readable with a convincing plot that incorporates futuristic technologies and a disturbing 
commentary on our current public policies. Fortunately, the cliff-hanger ending promises a sequel.–Susan W. 
Hunter, Riverside Middle School, Springfield, VT 



  

What I Saw and How I Lied  by Judy Blundell (10 copies-
Hardcover) 
Blundell, author of Star Wars novelizations, turns out a taut, noirish 
mystery/coming-of-age story set in 1947; it's easy to picture it as a film 
starring Lana Turner, who is mentioned in these pages. When first met, 15
-year-old Evie and her best friend are buying chocolate cigarettes to 
practice smoking. Evie sheds that innocence on a trip to Florida, where her 
stepfather, Joe, back from the war in Europe, abruptly takes her and her 
beautiful mother, Beverly, and where Evie falls in love with glamorous 
Peter, an army buddy whom Joe is none too happy to see. But after a 
boating accident results in a suspicious death and an inquest, Evie is 
forced to revisit her romance with Peter and her relationships with Joe 
and her mother, and to consider that her assumptions about all three may 
have been wrong from the beginning. Blundell throws Evie's inexperience 
into high relief with slangy, retro dialogue: Peter calls Evie pussycat ; 
Beverly says her first husband kicked through love like it was dust and he 
kept on walking. Readers can taste Evie's alienation and her yearning; it's a 
stylish, addictive brew. --Publisher's Weekly  

 

Unwind by Neal Shusterman (14 copies—paperback) 
Unwind is the 2010 One Book for Nebraska Teens title. In a society where 
unwanted teens are salvaged for their body parts, three runaways fight the 
system that would "unwind" them Connor's parents want to be rid of him 
because he's a troublemaker. Risa has no parents and is being unwound to 
cut orphanage costs. Lev's unwinding has been planned since his birth, as 
part of his family's strict religion. Brought together by chance, and kept 
together by desperation, these three unlikely companions make a harrowing 
cross-country journey, knowing their lives hang in the balance. If they can 
survive until their eighteenth birthday, they can't be harmed -- but when 
every piece of them, from their hands to their hearts, are wanted by a world 
gone mad, eighteen seems far, far away. 
In Unwind, Boston Globe/Horn Book Award winner Neal Shusterman 
challenges readers' ideas about life -- not just where life begins, and where it 
ends, but what it truly means to be alive. 


